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Module Objectives 

 Introduce users to the data collected across the data collection rounds of the High 
School Longitudinal Study of 2009 (HSLS:09) 

 Describe the process of downloading the available public-use HSLS:09 data 

 Describe the resources available within the restricted-use DVD 

 Describe the contents of the Base Year Data File and First Follow-up Data File 

 Describe variable information and naming conventions 

 Provide resources that are available to learn more about the study, the data, and the 
data files 
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HSLS:09 Data Collection Components 

HSLS:09 data are obtained directly from one or more respondents across multiple points in 
time in the study 

 

*Only for the 2009 round 

Consider: Most of the data collection instruments that were used to directly obtain data from 

one or more respondents in the study are available online via the HSLS Questionnaires page 
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Data File Basics 

 Data are available in both public- and restricted-use formats 

 Public-use data provide data that most users will need for most analyses; they are 
available in three software-based formats (SPSS, SAS, and Stata) 

 Restricted-use files for a given round of data collection contain more data and a wider 
range of data values than are included in the public-use files 

 Researchers who are uncertain of which data file to use should first examine the 
corresponding public-use data file to ascertain whether it can be used to meet their 
specific analytical objectives 

  

  

http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/hsls09/
http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/hsls09/questionnaires.asp
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Downloading Public-use HSLS:09 Data 

 Go to the Education Data Analysis Tool (eDAT) 

o Download the syntax file for the statistical software package of choice 

 Go to the Data and Documentation page on the HSLS:09 homepage 

o Download the Data File Documentation 

 

  
Slide 6 of 18 

Accessing the Restricted-use HSLS:09 Data 

Restricted-use HSLS:09 data contains additional resources within the DVD 

 README file 

o Most important resource on the DVD; always start with the README file 

o Information about DVD contents and structure 

o Installation information 

  

  

http://nces.ed.gov/EDAT
http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/hsls09/
http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/hsls09/hsls09_data.asp
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Accessing the Restricted-use HSLS:09 Data 

 Electronic Codebook (ECB) 

 Reference materials 

o Source documents, etc. 

 Reports 

o Methodological and/or analytical 
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Contents of the Base Year Data File 
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Contents of the First Follow-up Data File 

Student-level data file (all merged to the student) 

 Derived variables 

 Student-level analytic weights 

 Student assessment 

 Student questionnaire 

 Parent questionnaire 

 School counselor questionnaire 

 School administrator questionnaire 
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Contents of the 2013 Update Data File 

 Derived variables 

 Student-level analytic weights 

 Student and parent questionnaires 

 High school transcript school files 

 High school transcript course files 
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Variable Naming 
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Variable Labels 

 Provide more description than the variable name 

 For convenience, retain the first two characters of the variable name 

 For example: 

o Variable name: P1JOBNOW1 

o Variable label: P1 C05 Parent 1 currently holds a job 
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Variable Naming Conventions Examples 
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Composite/Derived Variables 

 What are composite/derived variables? 

o Variables not directly collected as part of instruments 

 Why use them? 

o Users may not have all data necessary to create similar variables 

o Convenience (time/effort) 

 How were they created? 

o Check data file documentation 
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Examples of Composite/Derived Variables 

Algebra Assessment 
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Examples of Composite/Derived Variables (Continued) 

Family Characteristics 

 

    



Getting Started with the HSLS:09 Data 

Page 9 of 9 

Slide 17 of 18 

Resources Available From Other Sources 

 To learn more about the study, the data, and the data file 

o Read Base Year Data File Documentation 

o Read First Follow-up Data File Documentation 

o Read 2013 Update and High School Transcripts Data File Documentation 

o Review the Questionnaires 

o Read HSLS:09: A First Look at Fall 2009 9th-Graders 

o Read HSLS:09: A First Look at Fall 2009 Ninth-Graders in 2012 

o Read HSLS:09: A First Look at Fall 2009 Ninth-Graders in 2013 

 Visit HSLS:09 main study page for study overview, publications, and staff contact 

information 
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Module Summary and Resources 

Summary 

 The data collected across HSLS:09 

 The process of downloading the 
available public-use HSLS:09 data 

 The resources available within the 
restricted-use DVD 

 The contents of the Base Year Data 
File and First Follow-up Data File 

 Variable information and naming 
conventions 

Resources 

 HSLS:09 Homepage 

 Public-use Data 

 eDAT Homepage 

 Base Year Data File Documentation 

 First Follow-up Data File 
Documentation 

 2013 Update and High School 
Transcripts Data File Documentation 

 HSLS:09: A First Look at Fall 2009 
9th-Graders 

 HSLS:09: A First Look at Fall 2009 
Ninth-Graders in 2012 

 HSLS:09: A First Look at Fall 2009 
Ninth-Graders in 2013 
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http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/hsls09/questionnaires.asp
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http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2014360
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http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/hsls09/
http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/hsls09/
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http://nces.ed.gov/EDAT
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http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2014361
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2014361
https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2015036
https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2015036
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2011327
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2011327
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2014360
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2014360
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2015037rev
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2015037rev

